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UNGRATEFVUL FATIR. 


HE noble City of Valencia, Ca- 
"a 15 pital of he Kingdom of the ſame 

Jy Name, gave Birth. to Gerarda, 
&& Siſter to the Marquis of IIS 
1% yr the moſt celebrated Beauty of her 
Time. As ſuch ſhe had many Admirers a- 
mong the prime Nobility ; but the Perſon 
that moſt {ignaliz'd himſelf in that amorons 
Enterprize, was Don Vincent, Marquis of 
Albaida, who being Maſter of a moſt plenti- 
ful Fortune, exceeded all others in Gallantry 
upon all publick Occaſions; ſo that his Com- 
petitors, being unable to cope with him, and 
finding he had ſome Encouragement frem 
Gerarda, deſiſted from their Courtſhip, lea- 
ving the Marquis alone to gain her Favour, 
which was to him the greateſt Satisfaction 
imaginable; and thereupon he grew ſo proud 
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and conceited, that he was hated by moſt 
Men, and not well lik'd by the Marquis of 
Guadaleſt, tho? he thought him a good Match 
for his Siſter, 

However, the Marquis de Albaida was not 
long without a Rival; for a Picture of Ge- 
rarda happening to be carry'l into Catalonia, 
and there ſeen by Don Garceran de Moncada, 
Marſhal of that Kingdom, he took ſuch a 
liking to the Lady, that he immediately re- 
ſolv'd to ſet out for Valencia, to court and en- 
deavour to gain her. The Marſhal was very 
rich, being juſt come to a great Eſtate left 
him by his Father. Accordingly he furniſh'd 
a moſt magnificent Equipage, with the moſt 
coftly Furniture, a Friend of his having 
hir'd a ſtately Houſe for him at Valencia. 
There he was viſited by all the prime Men 
of the City, who were much taken with his 
Mein and courteous Behaviour, The Mar- 
quis de Guadaleſt contracted much Friendſhip 
with him, which was as good a Beginning as 
he could deſire, as believing that a conſider- 
able Step towards the gaining of his Siſter, 
The Marſhal ſoon began to diſcover his amo- 
rous Deſign, to the no ſmall Mortification of 
the Marquis de Albaida, who could not bear 
with any Competitor; tho at the ſame time, 

the Conceit he had of himſelf, and the Coun- 


tenance Gerarda gave him, made him deſpiſe 
all 


es) 

all others. Several Entertainments of Mu— 
ſick and other Diverſions were given by the 
Marquis and the Marſhal, wherein the latter 
always out-ſhin'd his Rival, as being the 
wealthieſt and the moſt generous of the two, 
which touch'd him to the Quick, and yet 
whatſoever Attempts he made, he could not 
come up to the Marſhal's Magnificence. All 
his Comfort was, that the Lady ſeem'd to fa- 
vour him; whereas the Catalonian, notwith- 
ſtanding all his Endeavours, could not gain 
the leaſt upon her; whilſt the Marquis and 
Gerarda held a conſtant Correſpondence of 
Billet-doux, unknown to any but one of her 
Women, and one of his Servants, which if 
he could have been ſenſible of, would have 
been a mortal Stroke to the Marſha], uno 
{par'd no Coſt to bribe her Servants ; but they 
finding her averſe, never dar d to advance 
any thing in favour of the Marſhal. 

The Marquis of Guadaleff could have wiſli'd 
that the Marquis of Albaida had deſiſted 
from his Courtſhip, that the Stage might re- 
main clear for the Marſhal ; and he was con- 
cern'd that he had made no Overtures to him 
of marrying his Siſter, whence he concluded 
that the Fault muſt be on his Siſter's ſide 
tho* ſhe carried all things ſo privately, that 
no Judgment could be made of what ſhe 
thought, by her Behaviour. The Marquis 

there- 
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therefore, {till hoping that ſhe might be in- 
different to either Lover, and being himſelf 
inclin'd to favour the Marſhal, on Account 
of the Friendſhip contracted between them, 
reſolved to ſound her Intentions, propoſing 
it to her to diſpoſe of herſelf in Matrimony, 
and accordingly being left alone with her 
one Day after Dinner, he open'd his Mind 
to this effect. 

* Pear Siſter, our Father, who is I hope in 
* Bliſs, having left me not only Heir to his 
* Eſtate, but under an Obligation to perform 
all that was incumbent on him, 1t 1s my 
Duty to provide for you before I diſpoſe of 
mylelf ; and having therefore conſider'd 
that no Man can be a fitter Husband for 
you than the Marſhal of Catalonia; I pro- 
poſe him to you. His Quality is well 
known ; his Eſtate is great; as for his Per- 
fon, you ſee none more graceful ; in Wit 
few come near him ; for his Conditions he 
is affable and courteous ; all which Quali- 
fications render him worthy the Favour of 
the greatcſt Lady, who may think herſelf 
happy in him. You very well know how 
much I am his Friend, and it is for the Ad- 
vantage of our Family to be ally'd to his; 
I have told you what I think 1s proper for 
us; we are by ourſclves, now let me know 
* your Mind, 


Gerarda 
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Gerarda had given great Attention to her 


Brother's Words, and could have wiſh'd he 


had ſpoke in favour of the Marquis, being 
much concerned to find him ſo well affected 
to the Marſhal ; but being unwilling to diſ- 
cover her Affection, ſhe put him off with 
this ſly Anſwer. 

* I am very ſenſible, dear Brother, that 
what you propoſe, is with a Deſign to ſet- 
© tle mein the World to my beſt Advantage, 
and to provide for my Satisfaction. As to 
* the firſt part of what you mention, if it 
* be no hindrance to your diſpoſing of your- 
* ſelf, I could willingly wait a Year or two 
© longer, if you theught fit, conſidering how 
young Iam; for tho' I am ſatisfied you 
will never go about to match me below my 
© Quality, or to my Diſlatisfation, I am as 
* yet unwilling to bring myſelf into ſub. 
jection to the Will of another, when I may 
yet without Prejudice be my own Miſtreſs 
© ſome time longer. Give me leave therefore 
* to repeat it, that if it be no Obſtacle to 
your marrying, which it cannot be, as be. 
© ing lawful, I had rather ſee you married 
* firſt, that I may expreſs how ſenſible I am 
* of my Obligations to you, by the Reſpect 
© I ſhall pay to the Lady you ſhall think fit 
to beſtow yourſelf on. Beſides, it will not 
© be proper for us to make the Overture to 

the 
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* the Marſhal, ſince he has not propos'd it to 
you, as of right ought to have been done; 
for I am not fo deſpicable as to be obliged 
to court an Husband, I am ſenſible of that 
* Gentleman's courtly Behaviour, which is 
all IevelPd at me; but there is another that 
« vyes with him, and I deſire this Reſpite to 
© beable to judge which of the two Compe- 
* titors beſt deſerve me. Let me therefore 
© intreat you to allow me leiſure to make this 
* Judgment before I return a poſitive An- 
© jwer. _- 

The Marquis comply'd with his Siſter's 
Requeſt, tho” he could not but ſuſpect, by her 
laſt Words, that ſhe was well affected towards 
the Marquis de Albaida. This made him the 
more attentive to obſerve the Proceedings of 
the two Rivals, and the Reception they met 
with. Gerardaacquainted her favourite Mar- 
quis with what had paſs'd between her Bro- 
ther and herſelf, whereupon he conceiv'd 
ſuch mortal Hatred againſt the Marſhal, that 
he only waited an Opportunity to ſhew the 
Effects of his Reſentment, 

The Marquis de Albaida underſtanding that 
his Miſtreſs would not admit of a Serenade, 
beſpoke all the beſt Vocal and Inftrumental 
Muſick that the City of Valencia could afford. 
When the appointed Night came, the Street 
was throng'd with People, and the Windows 
full 
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full of Ladies, not a little envious of the 
Honour done to Gerarda. The Muſicians 
perform'd their Parts to the great Satisfaction 
of all the Hearers; but above all Gerard 
was not a little proud to ſee herſelf made the 
Subject of the Entertainment of that great 
City. The Marſhal was preſent among the 
reſt at this Entertainment, with ſome regret 
for having been prevented in that Piece cf 
Courtſhip ; and reſolving not to be out-done, 
would not make uſe of the Muſicians of Va- 
lencia; but at a great Expence procur'd a full 
Set of Muſick from the Court of Spain, con- 
fiſting of the ableſt Maſters in the Kingdom, 
making all other Preparations during the 
time that they were coming. Publick No- 
tice was given what Night the Serenade was to 
be perform'd, and the Reſort to it was rather 
greater than to the former, ſomething ex- 
traordinary being expected, as well there 
might from ſuch coſtly Preparations. Ge- 
rarda would willingly have been abſent, on 
pretence of ſome Indiſpoſition, but her Bro- 
ther compelPd her to appear in the Balcony, 
as ſhe had done for the Marquis. At the ap- 
pointed Hour four Triumphal Chariots ſet 
out from the Marſhal's Houſe, moſt richly 
adorn'd and illuminated with a Multitude of 
Wax Flambeaux. In the firſt were Trumpets 


and Hautboys; in the ſecond, the Waits; in 
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the third, all other forts of Muſical Inſtru- 
ments; aml the laſt, being like a ſtately Pa- 
vilion, drawn by Milk-white Horſes, was 
fill'd with the beſt Voices in Spain. The 
Chariots of Inftrumental Muſick firſt play'd 
their Parts as they paſs'd along, and then the 
laſt of them joining with the Vocal, they 
both together made a moſt raviſhing Har- 
mony, to the inexpreſſible Satisfaction of all 
that partook of it; only the Marquis of 
Altaida, who was alſo preſent with four Ruf- 
fians he entertain'd to guard him in his De- 
bauches, could not take any Satisfaction in 
that delightful Conſort; but ſeeing himſelf 
ſo far out-done, and that Gerarda was in her 
Balcony, Envy and a jealous Rage ſo far 
prevail'd above all Senſe of Humanity, that 
obſerving the Marſhal, who ſat in the laſt 
cf the four Triumphal Chariots with four of 
his Friends, he commanded one of his afore- 
ſaid wicked Followers to fire a Piſtol at him, 
loaded with a Brace of Bullets, The Varlet 
at the firſt Word, obey'd his Maſter's Com- 
mand ; but the Marſhal having by good For- 
tune been aware of his Adverſary, by a ſmall 
Motion of his Body eſcap'd the Danger, the 
Balls lighting on a Muſician that ſat near 
him. He knowing from whence the Miſ— 
chicf came, and that it had been deſign'd 
againſt himſelf, immediately leap'd out of 
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the Chariot, with his Sword drawn, and ma- 
king at the Marquis, who was alſo drawn, in 
his Fury at the firſt Paſs ſtuck him thro the 
Heart, ſo that he droppfd down dead upon 
the Spot: Seeing him fall, with the Aſfiſtance 
of his Friends, he ſoon drove away the Ser- 
vants; but in a Moment all the Street was 
in an Uproar. The Officers of Juſtice came 
{warming in an inſtant, and the Marſhal to 
avoid falling into their Hands, 11 0 d 
away among the Croud. Moſt of thoſe that 
had been preſent were convinc'd that the 
Marquis had been the Occaſion of his own 
Death, and fo it was publickly declar'd ; but 
being ally*d to many Perſons of Note in the 
City, all his Relations made it their Buſineſs 
to have the Marſhal ſecur'd, whilſt he pro- 
vided for his own Safcty, taking Sanctuary 
that Night in a Monaſtery of Fryars, where 
he continued very reſtleſs to think that he 
could never again appear in the Kingdom of 
Valencia, and would not be ſafe in Catalonia, 
Before the next Morning he was viſited by 
the Marquis of Guadaleſt and other Fricnds, 
who all adviſed him to make the beſt of his 
way by Sea to Barcelona. He took his leave 
of them, and with only two Servants went 
aboard a Brigantine, and immediately weigh 
anchor and hoiſted ſail, to the great Grief of 
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of the noble Catalonian, for the Loſs of his 
much admir'd Gerarda. 

We muſt leave him upon the Sea for awhile 
to return to Valencia, which was all in an 
Uproar on account of what has been men- 
tion'd; the Marſhal being every where 
ſought after, as well by the proper Officers 
of Juſtice, as by the Marquis de Albaida's 
Relations, To prevent all Diſorders, the 
Vice Roy confir'd all the Marquis's Kindred 
to their Houſes, for fear leſt there ſhould be 
any Scuffles between them and the Marſhal's 
Friends. The Marquis of Guadaleff behav'd 
himſelf very diſcreetly, not eſpouſing his 
Friend's Quarrel, tho' he had favour'd him 
before, but rather pretended to be diſguſted 
with him, ſaying, He was much concern'd 
that his Siſter ſhould be ſo courted ; but that 
having conniv'd at the Marquis de Albaida's 
Serenade, he could not in juſtice have op- 
Po3'd the other. 

This may ſuffice as to both Parties in gene- 
ral; to come to the beautiful Gerarda, ſhe 
was fo highly concern'd at the Marquis's 
Death, that all her Art could not conceal her 
Sorrow); which her Brother eaſily perceiv'd, 
who blam'd her for not having acquainted 
him ſooner with her Affection, that Means 
might have been us d to know the Marquis's 
Intention. Yet at the ſame time he blam'd 
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him, as he had done the Marſhal before, for 
not having been more forward in propoling 
to take her to Wife, and was apt to believe 
he had forbore to do it out of his vain Tem- 
per, as expecting that the Lady ſhould be 
offer'd to him. In ſhort, Gerarda was conti- 
nually weeping when alone, and always 
melancholy in Company. All her Friends 
obſerv'd it, and knew the Occaſion. Many 
Months paſs'd away in this manner, during 
which, the leaſt Smile was never ſeen upon 
her Face; but ſhe often gave her Brother 
ſome Hints as if ſhe were defirous to become 
a Nun. Many Erothers would have taken 
her at her firſt Word, to poſſeſs themſelves of 
her Fortune, which was very conſiderable ; 
but the Marquis was ſo good that he would 


not hear of her taking that Courſe of Life 


upon a Diſguſt, wiſhing rather that it might 
wear off and ſhe marry. Some Offers were 
made to her; but being under this Afflict ion, 
ſhe would hearken to none, which gave her 
Brother ſome Uneaſineſs, being deſirous to 
diſpoſe of her before he enter'd himſelf upon 
the State of Matrimony. Whenſoever the 
Marſhal happen'd to be mention'd in Ge- 
rarda's hearing, ſhe ſpoke ſo maliciouſly of 
him as fufficiently teſtified the Hatred ſhe 
bore him; and ſhe once told ſome of her 
more familiar Friends, that ſhe had never 

Wiſh'd 
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wiſh'd to have been a Man till then, that ſhe 
might find out the Marſhal and kill him; 
which thoſe Ladies were far from approving 
of, ſeeing her Prejudice run ſo high, when 
all unbiaſsd Perſons were fully ſatisfied 
that the Marquis had ſufficiently provok'd 
the Marſhal to do what he did. We will leave 
her to her Sullenneſs, and return to the Mar- 
{hal. 

He had been two Days out at Sea, when 
the Sailor that look'd out gave notice that he 
perceiv'd three Galliots, and believ'd them to 
be Moors, at about three Leagues diſtance 
Nor was he deceiv'd, for it was not long be- 
fore they came up with the Brigantine, com- 
manding them to ſtrike, There was no Poſ- 
ſibility of making any Defence againſt ſo 
ſuperior a Power, ſo that they immediately 


Jower'd their Sails, much againſt the Mar- 


mal's Inclination, whoſe Valour prompted 
him to attempt what was not feaſible. The 
Infidels enter'd, ſeizing all they found, and 


' conveying the Men into their own Ships, 


and among them the Marſhal, who was ready 
to die with Vexation. Haly Ruſtan, then a 
noted Pyrate, commanded theſe three Galliots. 
The Captives being brought before him, he 
examin'd every one of them, as to his Qua- 
lity, The Marſhal ſaid he was a Soldier of 
Fortune, for fear of raiſing his Ranſom, had 
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he confeſs'd himſelf to be a Perſon of ſuch 
Diſtinction. Having ſecur'd them all, the 
Rovers cruiz'd along the Coaſt of Yalencia , 
and when having taken ſome other Prizes, 
made the beſt of their way home again to 
Algiers, where they came to an Anchor, af- 
ter they had been a Month abroad. There 
they landed all their Booty ; a conſiderable 


Part whereof conſiſted in above 200 Captives, 
* whom they expos'd to fale the next Day in 


the Market-place, and among them the Mar- 
ſhal, whom they had ſtripp'd of his Clothes, 
and in lieu thereof given him a blew Waſte- 
coat, Linnen Breeches, a red Cap, and a 
looſe Garment in the nature of a Scotch Plad 
to throw about him. In this Habit our noble 
Catalonia was expos'd to ſale, diſmally re- 
flecting on the wretched Condition his ill 
Fate had brought him to. Several rich Citi- 
zens of Algier came to purchaſe Slaves, many 
of them making very conſiderable Returns 
of their Money, when they happen to be 
ranſom'd. Among the reſt of the Buyers was 
Muley Oſtun, a rich Man, Couſin- German to 
the King of Algier, who had a great number 
of Chriſtian Slaves in four Baths, ſo they 
call the Places where they ſhut them up at 
Night. He fixing his Eyes on the Marſhal, 
who went by the Name of Villiam, which 
he had taken to avoid being known, lik'd 


him, 


( 16 ) 


him, and gave Haly Ruftar's Factor an Huns 


dred Pieces of Eight for him, By the way 
home he ſaid to him in broken Spaniſh ; 
Now, Chriſtian, you are mine; follow me, 
* and be thankful that you have been fo for- 
* tunate as to meet with ſo good a Maſter, 
The Marſhal, whom we muſt now call Vi. 
liam, made his Obeyſance, ſaying, * I have 
always been fo unfortunate, that this will be 
my firſt lucky Adventure: Iam well pleas'd 
* to be your Servant, and ſhall always endea- 
* vour to oblige you.” Thus he follow'd him 
home altogether diſconſolate, as not knowing 
how toget ranſom'd without diſcovering him- 
ſelf. | 

Muley liv'd very near the King's Palace, 
as being his Relation. The Houſe was large, 
and as ſoon as come to it, the Moor call'd his 
Daughter, being the only Child he had by 
fix Wives, and being himſelf old, thought 
no more of marrying, living with that 
Daughter, who had twelve Chriſtian Women 
Slaves to wait on her. Zelidora, ſo the young 
Lady was calld, coming out at her Father's 
Command, he ſaid to her, Dear Child, I 
have juſt now bought this Slave, and by his 
Mien gueſs him to be well born, tho” he 
will not own it. He ſays, he is a Soldier of 
Fortune that was returning to Barcelona, 
* where he was born, the Chriſtian Princes 


being at Peace, ſo that he wanted Employ- 


ment. 
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© ment.“ This was what the Marſhal had 
told his Maſter as they were going home 
from the Market. Zelidora fixed her Eyes 
on William, as we mult call him hereafter, 
and was ſo taken with him, that her Aﬀec- 
tion ſtil] increaſing, it became a great Afflic- 
tion to the unfortunate Gentleman. She 
asked his Name; he anſwered it was Milliam, 
and that he was a vative of Catalonia, Next 
the e:iquired, whether he was marry'd, and 
had any Eſtate in his Country. To the firſt 
he ſaid, he was a Batchelor, as was true; but 
to the ſecond, he dealt not ſo ingenuouſly, 
ſaying, he had already told her Father, that 
he was a poor Soldier, born of honeſt Parents, 
who having many Sons, had ſent ſome of 
them into the Army, and others to the Uni- 
verſity ; but that for his Part he had taken 
to the martial Profeſſion, in hopes of advan- 
cing himſelf, The more they talk'd, the 
more Zelidora gaz'd at William, and gazing 
began to love; fo that to have him within 
her reach, ſhe deſired her Father to employ 
him to look to the Garden, his Predeceſſor 
there being lately dead. Muley O min grant- 
ed her Requeſt, which was ſome advantage 
to William, in that he was not put to the 
Oar, or other hard Labour, as moſt Slaves 


were, 
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Accordingly William was appointed to be 
Gardener, which was no ſmall ſatisfaction 
to Zelidora, for that ſhe ſhould have an op- 
portunity to talk to her Slave when ſhe 
thought fitteſt, which ſhe could eaſily do, as 
Ipeaking Spaniſh to great Perfection, having 
been taught it by ſome of her Women Slaves, 
William had a little Chamber aſſigned him in 
the Garden, where the neceſlary Utenſils for 
it were kept, and he had a poor Bed, ſuch 
25 a Slave could expect. There, being in- 
ſtructed by another Andaluſian Slave, ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, he began to dreſs 
the Garden, endeavouring to pleafe his 
Maſter and Miſtrefs, in order to gain their 
favour. Zelidora had acquainted her Women 
Slaves, how ſhe had a new Gardener, called 
William, highly commending him, which 
made them long to be acquainted with him, 
and particularly one of them that was a Ca- 
talonian, born in Barcelona, who had been 
taken going over to Naples. She intreated 
Zelidora to go down in the Evening into the 
Garden, who eaſily complied, being herſelf 
very earneſt to ſee her Gardener, After Din- 
ner they all went down, and found Villiam, 
with his Andaluſian Companion, whole Name 
was Laurence, trimming a Bank of Southern- 
wood, cut in the ſhape of an Heart with a 
Cypher in the muddle, and Emblems round 
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about, the Cypher containing the Name of 
Gerarda, which he had performed ſo artifi- 
cially, having learnt to Draw, that his Com- 
panion was amazed at it, not being able to 
do any thing like it, tho he had been above 
two Years at that work. Zelidora and her 
Women drew near ſo gently among the 
Boughs and Hedges that they were not diſ- 
covered, and then ſtood to obſerve what the 
Gardeners were about. The Catalonian fe- 
male Slave, fixing her Eyes on William, im- 
mediately knew him to be the Marſhal of 
Catalonia, and was not a little grieved to ſee 
him reduced to ſo mean a Condition; but, 
becauſe it might do him a Prejudice, reſolved 
not to take Notice that ſhe knew him. Yet 
ſhe had a reſerve in this Particular, feelivg 
a more than ordinary Inclination for him 
in her Heart, tho' ſhe then concealed it. 
Zelidora deſigning to ſhew herſelf, made 
ſome Noiſe among the Boughs, whereupon 
the Gardeners looked about, to fee who was 
in the Garden, and having 'ſpy'd her, ad- 
vanced to meet her, with all the ſubmulion 
and reſpect that is due from Slaves to their 
Owners, which is to he ſtrictly obſerved, 
otherwiſe they will be ſeverely puniſhed, as 
haughty and unmannerly. Zelidora ſpoke 
firſt, in Spaniſh, and ſaid, 1 am glad, / 
Jan, to ſee vou are ſo diligent, for the 
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* Servant's care gains the affection of the 
' Maſter. By your Dexterity, I am inclined 
to believe, that you have been employed 
© in this ſort of Work before now. Tell me 
* the truth.“ Madam, replied Villian, my 
Thoughts never ſtooped fo low as this ſort 
of Work, for I always aſpired to things 
of an higher Nature; but in my tender 
Years I learnt to Draw, in order to pro- 
ceed to Painting, and now it ſtands me in 
ſtead, as being proper for a Gardener, and 
I have made uſe of my Skill in order to 
pleale you” What are you cutting out 
there, ſaid Zelidora? The firſt thing that 
| come into my Head, anſwered William. 
F Not fo, replied Zelidora, for I obſerve you 
0 have taken much Pains to embelliſh that 

Heart with Emblems, whence I conclude 
you had a Miſtreſs in your own Country, 
a and ſtill your Mind runs on her; for doubt- 
leſs that Cypher in the middle, which I do 
not underſtand, is the Lady's Name, which 
you preſerve there to refreſh your Memory. 
Madam, tail William, you do me wrong, for I 
have no Miſtreſs in Spain, nor is it proper 
for a Soldier to engage his Heart, ſince he is 
obliged to quit the belovedObjca whenſoever 
the Drum beats, That Heart denotes my 
own, and thoſe Emblems about it are the 
thoughts of the Happineſs I loſt in being 
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* deprived of my Liberty.” And what means 
* that Cypher in the midſt of it, rejoined Ze- 
lidora.“ That is no Cypher, anſwered again 
* William, but a Knot by way cf Ornament.” 
I cannot believe that, ſaid the Mooriſh 
Lady, for I have ſeen that Character before, 
in the Writings of Chriſtians. Is it not ſo 
« Conftance © added ſhe, turning to the C:ta- 
loman female Slave, who bore that Name. 
It is, Madam, replied Conſtauce, that Letter 
is a &, and is the firſt in ſome Name to 
whom that Heart is dedicated; and if all 
the Plot were finiſhed with the Cypher, I 
could gueſs at the Name; for I have ſome 
skill in Cyphers, which are uſed in em- 
* broidery.* Zelidora then looked upon her 
Gardener, and obſerved that he was out of 
Countenance at what Con/tance had ſaid; 
which made her conclude it had touched 
him to the quick. This gave her ſome Uu— 
eaſineſs, as imagining that he had left 
ſome Miſtreſs in Spain, if not a Wife, and 
ſhe wiſhed he had been free from any ſuch 
Ingagement, that ſhe might have him to her 
ſelf. However, ſhe would not at that time 
examine any farther into the Alatter, 
but walked about the Garden, attended 
by the Men and Women Slaves, much de— 
lighted with William's Diſcourſe, asking 
him many Queſtions concerning his Coun- 
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try, and pleas'd with his Anſwers, which 
{till added Fuel to the Love that was 


already kindled in her Breaſt. Towards 


Night ſhe withdrew into her Apartment, 
where diſcourſing with her Women Slaves, 
ſhe again much extolled Milliam, which not 
a little gauled Conſtance, who having a 
Kindneſs for him herſelf, did not approve 
of Zelidora's Commendations. Whereupon 
the reſolved to contrive to meet him alone, 
to endeavour to gain his love. Conſtance 
was beautiful and diſcreet, beſides other 
good Qualities, as playing on ſeveral In- 
{truments of Muſick, and having a {ſweet 
melodious Voice, which had gained very 
much upon Zelidora, ſo that the was her 

chief Favourite. 23 
They ſometimes walked in the Garden 
with William, whoſe pleaſant Converſation 
was a great Entertainment to them both, 
tho' he found little Satisfaction in their 
Company, he coveting rather to be alone, 
that he might employ his Thoughts on 
his beloved Gerarda; for tho' he had never 
been favoured by her, his Love was ſo 
perfect, that he could never think of any 
other Object. Zelidora was wont in the 
Summer Nights to go down into the Garden 
with her Slaves, and fit Fy a Fountain, 
where Conſtance diverted her with ſinging. 
One 


| 


| 
| 


( 23) 
One of theſe Nights the Mooriſb Lady being 
very penſive, and muſing how ſhe might give 
her Gardener to underſtand that ſhe loved him, 
ſhe went away, attended only by Conſtance, 
to his Hovel, at the time when he having 
left Laurence, his Companion, afleep, was 
gone out, by reaſon of the great heat of 
that Place, and had ſeated himſelf under a 
ſpreading Orange Tree, There he gave 8 
looſe to his thoughts, contriving how he 
might recover his Liberty, either by way 
of Ranſom, or making his Eſcape; though 
having a good Voice, and believing no Body 
had heard him, he ſang an amorous Song 
he had himſelf made, naming Gerarda, and 
bewailing his abſence from her. Zelidora 
could not but feel ſome Effects of Jealouſy, 
nor was Conſtance free from the ſame, being 


no leſs in love than her Miſtreſs, who pre- 


tending the Heat had brought her out to take 
the Air, made uſe of this Opportunity to 
converſe with her Gardener, who little 
thought of ſuch a Viſit, but hearing ſome 
Noiſe, ſtarted up and cry'd, Who is there? 
One that ſeeks ſome eaſe from the Heat, 
* anſwered Zelidora, and accidentally diſco- 
* vered in you a Perfection before unknown, 
* which 1s your Skill in Muſick, and by the 
Words you ſung, that you are not ſo free 
from Love as you pretend The diſcon- 
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folate Slave was concerned to have been {6 
ſurprized, and ſaid, The ſame Motive, Ma- 
* Cam, that has brought you hither, prevail'd 
with me to ſeek ſome Repoſe under this 
Tree, and being loneſome I took the liberty 
to try my unskilful Voice.“ I do not think 
it ſuch, reply'd the Lady, for the Voice is 
* not only good, but improved by Skill, 
* whence I conclude that you have been 
* taught.” I had a Maſter in my tender 
* Years, rejoyned the Slave, but taking 
| * afterwards into the Army, I made no far- 
j ther Progreſs” Another ſort of Paſſion has 
h * ſeiz?d your Heart, ſaid Zelidora, as I per- 
1 * ceive by your Words.“ Yon miſtake me, 
1 Madam, replied Villiam, it was the abſence 
'x * from my Country I bemoaned under thoſe 
. * Words you ſpeak of.“ It is in vain you 
5 * endeavour to diſguiſe your Pailion, anſwer'd 
* the Lady, for you nam'd your Miſtreſs, 
| and expreſſed what a Satisfaction it would 
. * be to you if ſhe did but know how much 
i you ſufter for her ſake. Be ſo complaiſant as 
| © to give me ſome Account of your Amour, to 
3 divert me a-while.“ I will do all that lies 
1 in my Power to ſerve, ſaid the Slave, but 
41 ia this Particular cannot comply with your 
1 Deſire, becauſe I am not under thoſe Cir- 
* cumſtances of Love, The Song no doubt 
I 
was made by ſome amorous Perſon, but I 
© apply*'d 
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apply'd the Senſe to my real Captivity» 
* which is my ovly Affliction. 

The Lady then fate down; bidding Con- 
ſtance to leave her alone, who, being jea- 
lous that Zelidoya had ſame Kindneſs for 
William, withdrew no farther than juſt to 
hide herſelf behind ſome Trees, where ſhe 
might hear all that was ſpoken. When they 
two were left to themſelves, the Lady {poke 
thus: Now Conſtance is gone, I am reſolved 
you {hall tell me what Miſtreſs you have in 
* Spain, for I have a particular Reaſon to re- 
* quire it.“ The Catalonian did not think it 
proper to ditcloſe his Secret, and therefore 
anſwer'd in this manner: The Favour L 
enjoy, Madam, under your Protection, in 
being exempred from thoſe heavy Toils 
* otner Slaves undergo, is a ſufficient Obli— 
* gation to prevail with me to conceal no- 
thing from you; ſo that you may be aſſur'd 
© that if I were under thoſe Circumſtances 
© that my Song ſeemed to expreſs, I ſhould 
* freely acquaint you with every Particular; 
* but Love has ncver ſubdued my Heart, or 
if it had, couldIexpe& to be favour'd by 
* any Lady,” Tell me the truth, quoth Zeli- 
dora You may give entire Credit to what 
* I have ſaid, anſwered he, and accordingly 
* if you have any thing to impart, you may 
freely do it. The amorous Zelidora believ'd 
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im, and accordingly proceeded, ſaying, 


Since you aſſure me, William, that what 
you ſay is true, I cannot forbear, now we 
are by ourſelves, acquainting you, that I 
have been much taken with your Perſon, 
ſince the firſt Moment I beheld you; for 
tho”, as is uſual among Slaves, to make their 
Ranſom the eaſier, you conceal your Qua- 
lity, I plainly perceive you are a greater 
Man than you give out. I am my Father's 
only Daughter; for me he hoards up im- 
menſe Wealth, which is the Cauſe why 
many of the Prime Moors aſpire to marry 
me, beſides my being of the Blood Royal. 
I ike none, and am pleas'd with one thing 
in the Chriſtian Religion, which is, that 
a Man can have but one Wife, and were 
that the Cuſtom among us, I ſhould have 
been diſpoſed of before now ; but as they 
are allow'd to have many Wives, I would 
rather never marry than bear with ſo many 
Rivals. I like you, and ſhould be well 
pleas'd you would quit your Religion, and 
take me for your Wife; for I know my 
Father loves me ſo well that he will ap- 
prove of my Choice, upon Condition that 
you {hall have no other Wife but me. 
Conſider how favourably Fortune ſmiles 
on you, in making ſo advantagious an 


* Offer, 1 will not have your Anſwer juſt 


5 * Now, 
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* now, left you ſhould hereafter ſay it came 
from you by ſurprize. 

The Captive was amazed at Zelidora's Pro— 
poſal; and it troubled him the mere in re- 
gard 1t depriv'd him of all Hopes of being 
ever ranſom d. In this Confuſion he ſtood 
a-while, till recovering himſelf by degrees, 
he returned this Anſwer ; The Honour you 
offer me, Madam, is ſo great, that I ſhould 
* ſeem inſenſible, did it not fill me with ſur- 
prize. However, tho! you allow me more 
time, I rather chuſe to undeceive you im- 
mediately. As for my Quality it is no 
* more than what I have told you; yet tho' 
* ſo great an Happineſs offers as the poſſeſſing 
* of pou, I muſt be plain that I will never 
* foriake the Chriſtian Religion to gain the 
whole World. This is my final Reſolu— 
tion, were I to live Ages, and to be con- 
© gemned to the moſt miſerable Servitude, 
Theſe Words pierced Zeliduna to the Heart; 
however, ſhe ſuppreſs'd her Concern, conſi— 
dering that the Repulſe was not out of 
diſlike to her Perſon, but out of zcal for his 
Religion, which ſo few Chriſtians can be 
perlwaded to renounce. All ſhe ſail to 
him was this : * Tho* you have given me a 
* ſhort Anſwer, I would have you conſider 
* of it at leiſure, for the Propotal I ave 
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made you, does not deſerve to be ſo little 
regarded; beſides that, many have quitted 
their R.ligion and embraced ours upon 
more inconſiderable Encouragement, I 
* do not deny that, Madam, replied William, 
but ſuch Men were either ſtupid, or elſe 
* God had forſaken them, as is moſt likely, 
* and therefore they renounced their Reli- 
gion; but I do aflure you, that as long as 
it ſhall pleaſe Heaven to preſerve me in 
* my right Waits, I ſhall never depart from 
* my Faith With this Zelidora took leave 
of her Slave, in great Anguiſh to find him 
10 reſolute and conſtant in his Religion, 
Conſtance, who had heared all that paſled 
between them, was much ſurprized, as well 
at the Diſcovery Zelidora had made, as at 
the Chriſtian's generous Reſolution ; tho? ſhe 
was ſenſible that he had a better Eſtate of 
his own at home than that the Moore offered 
him; and that being a Man of ſuch Quality 
it was nothing ſtrange in him rather to die 
than renounce his Faith: However, ſhe did 
not deſpair of ſucceeding herſelf, and fo 
went away to meet her Lady in her Apart- 
ment. Zelidora came in very melancholy, 
and began to undreſs herſelf without ſpeak- 
ing one Word, Conſtance well knew the 
Reaſon, yet to draw ſomething from her, 
ſaid; What has the Gardener done to diſ- 
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oblige you, Madam, that you are fo pen- 
ſive, whereas you were very pleaſant when 
you went down?“ Ask no Queſtions, an- 
ſwered the Lady, for I wilh 4 had died 
rather than gone down into the Garden. 

Will you not condefcend to tcll me the 
Reaſon, replied Conſtance, to try whether 
ſhe was ſo much in favour as to extort that 
Secret from her, Since you preſs me o 
home, ſaid 'Zelilora, vou muſt vnderſtand 
that I have had a Kindneſs for Milliam ever 
ſince I ſaw him, and it daily increaſes; 
and the more, for that 1 plainly perceive 
he is no mean Perſon. I have diſcovered 
my Love to him, upon Condision he will 
renounce his Religion and embrace ours. 
The firſt Part he ſeems to approve of; but 
* as for the ſecond he declares he will never 
* quit his Faith for all the Advantages the 
World can offer him.“ You will find all 
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© Chriſtians of the ſame Mind, rejoined Con- 


* ſtance, as being fully convinced of the 
© Truth of their Religion; and tho? ſome 
© have Apoltatized, you muſt conſider that 
* William was born in a Country where the 
People are moſt tenacious of their Prin- 
* ciples; beſides that he 1s a Man of a clear 

* Underſtanding, and ſuch are harder to be 

* drawn into Error than the Ignorant.” I do 
* not for all that Deſpair, quoth Zelidora, but 
* that 
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* that William may ſome time requite my 
Affection.“ As a Gallant, reply'd Couftance, 
perhaps he may, but you will never forfeit 
© your Reputation ſo much, as to admit of 
him in that Capacity, That is very true, 
anſwered Zelidora, but time may overcome 
greater Difhculties, and we have found 
means to oblige Slaves that are obſtinate, 
to renounce their Faith.“ All that may 
be, ſaid Conftance, the Power of Beauty is 
almoſt uncontroulable, and yours is ſo ex- 
traordinary that ſcarce no Man can with- 
ſtand it" This ſaid, Zelidora went to Bed, 
as did Conſtance to her's, reſolving to make 
trial whether William could be brought to 
Ave her. Nor was it long before ſhe met 
with a proper Opportunity to ſound him. 
The next Day after Dinner, ſhe went down 
into the Garden to gather ſome Flowers, 
and meeting with Villiam made towards him, 
who concluded ſhe had come on ſome Errand 
| from her Lady. After the firſt Salutation, 
U ſhe accoſted him in this manner: It is in 
vain for you, William, to deny your being 
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| * in Love, for I have twice heard you name 

| | * your Miſtreſs Gerarda, and the Songs ſeem 
Mi * to have been made to ſuit your Condition.” 
IF | That is your Miſtake, anſwered William, 
1 * for thoſe I ſing are common printed Songs, 


* and perhaps he that made them might be 
under 
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under my Circumſtances” TI am willing to 
believe you, reply'd Conſtance, for as much 
* as it ſuits beſt with me that you ſhould 
* be exempt from Love, for I have a Meſſage 
to deliver to you. If it be from Zelidora, 
* rejoyncd Wilkam, do not deliver it, for I 
© have already anſwered her, that I will en- 
* dure the moſt exquiſite Torment rather than 
..'* renounce my Religion to marry her.“ So 
far you are in the right, ſaid Conſtance ; but 
you are wide of what I deſign to ſay to. 
you; which is, that I have a Meſſage to 
deliver to you from one of my Companions, 
* a Chriſtian Slave to Zelidora, who is much 
in love with you, and deſires you will 
meet her in ſome private Place, where ſhe 
may tel] you more of her Mind.“ I wiſh, 
anſwered Villiam, you had forbore inter- 
poſing for that Slave; my troubles are ſo 
great, that I can think of nothing elſe, and 
am therefore altogether unfit for amorous 
* Intrigues, tho I thank her for her Kind- 
* neſs I ſhould be very ſorry, replied 
© Conſtance, to carry her ſuch a ſcornful An- 
« ſwer, which her Affection does not deſerve. 
« You are not the firſt that has fallen into 
* Captivity, and I am aſhamed that being 
my Countryman your Courage ſhould fail 
* you, eſpecially conſidering that you do not 
fare as hard as many others, Chear up, and 
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jet it not be ſaid that a Spaniard ſinks under 


e his Misfortunes; for even we Women be- 
© have ourſclves with more Reſolution than 


1 you do. Now to clear up the Matter, I 
am myſelf the Perfon I have ſpoke of; be 
© not therefore ungrateful to my Love, for 
being fo much in favour with Zelidora, it 
may be in my Power to do you Service. 
William was much concerned at the Confi. 
dence Conſtance had ſhewn him in acquaint- 
ing him with her Paſſion, and accordingly 
endeavoured to divert her with theſe Words: 
It is not in my Power, Conſtance, to beſtow 
© my Affection on any Body; for, tho' I 
have hitherto deny'd it, J have left one in 
Spain whom I can never forget. It is more 
honourable to deal plainly with you than 
otherwiſe ; and ſince it is impoſſible for me 
to love you, reſt ſatisfied, and be aſſured I 
will do you all the Service that ſhall be in 
my Power.“ Now I have gone through the 
Shame of making ſuch a Diſcovery, replied 
Conſtance, you will do well to conſider it 
may be in my Way to ſhew myſelf your 
© Enemy, if you continue ſo ungratefu]” 
William nevertheleſs again ſolemnly de- 
clared that he could never love her, for 
the Reaſon he had before urged ; nor did the 
flight ſo much provoke her, as the conceit 
that he had ſome Kindneſs for Zelidora; 

| : however, 
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however, ſhe reſolved to make another trial 
of him, which fill proved no more ſucceſs- 
fu! than the former. This Diſappointment 
incenſed her & highly, that having one Day 
made vſe of : ! (ris of Allurements to gain 
him, ſhe tx! ihe Confidence to expreſs her 
ſelf in theſe Words: © 1 did not flatter my 
* ſelf that yon ſhould requite my Love by 
* making me yonr Wife, but ouly that you 
would have made ſome grat-ful return, 
* which) would have no way derogated from 
* your Birtn; far I am not & contemptible 
but that many have courted me. To be 
* kind to a Woman that loves is not below 
* any Gentle wan, though he were the very 
* Marſhal of Catalonia, w ere I was born. 
£ Your ſcornfn! Behaviour has ſo far pro- 
© voked we, that I ſhall not fail acquainting 
my Lady who you are, which will prevent 
your gaining your Liberty; for tho! I know 
* you are wealthy enough to pay your Ran- 
* ſom, the Love of a Moorih Lady will 
obſtruct it; and Iwill perſwade her to it 
© as far as ſhall be in my Power.“ This ſa'd, 
ſhe withdrew, leaving hin. much caſt down 
at the Thoughts that he ſnould be known in 
that Place ; and tho he endeavoured to call 
her back, ſhe wou!d not be prevailed on to 


return, 
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His Apprehenſions were not ill grounded; 
for Conſtance perceiving that Zelidora's Heart 
was fixed upon him, in Revenge told her 
who he was, which was adding Fuel to the 
Fire, being told he was a Man of ſuch Qua- 
lity. Being ſenſible how tenderly ſhe was 
beloved by her Father, ſhe took the liberty 
to diſcover her Paſſion to him, and the 
Quality of their Slave. He deſiring nothing 
more than to make his Daughter happy, 
gave his Confent that ſhe ſhould endeavour 
to gain him by fair Means, and in caſe that 
did not prevail to make uſe of 'Threats, and 
even to put them in execution, which had 
prevailed with many to renounce their Faith. 
It was needleſs to inculcate his Advice; ſhe 
well knew kow to apply it, and accordingly 
went about to perſwade her Slave to comply 
from that very Day, till finding him not to 
be mov'd, the firſt Piece of Cruelty ſhe ex- 


erciſed was the branding of him in the 


Forchead as a Slave, which went to his very 
Heart, looking upon all the ill that befel 
him to be occaſioned by Conſtance ; nor wag 
he deceived, for the branding of him on the 
Face was her Contrivance; whereupon he 
reſolved to make himſelf known to his Ma- 
ſter, to the End that he might uſe him the 
better, as expecting a conſiderable Ranſom 
for a Man of ſuch high Quality, Muley, 

under- 
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underſtanding that his Daughter was in love 
with him, had no ſuch thoughts; and ac. 
cordingly told him, that he was not his 
Slave but has Daughter's, and therefore all he 
had to do was to pleaſe and oblige her. This 
reduced the Marſhal to a State of Deſpair , 

but ſtill he reſolutely withſtood all his Lady's 
Allurements; whereupon Conſtance adviſed 
her to put him to hard Labour, notwithſtand- 
ing he had made himſelf. known to her 
Father. That Moor was then building a 
ſtately Country Houſe, about which Work 
not only his own but many Slaves of his 
Friends were employed, The Marſhal was 
ſent thither, and kept to the moſt painful 


Employments, which he endeavoured to per- 


form with wonderful Patience. During this 
time Zeltdora was wont every Evening to 
repair thither to endeavour to perſwade him 
to comply with her Deſires, but all in vain. 
In this Condition he continued above a Year 
and an half, always expoſed to the greateſt 
Fat igues; ſo that his Complexion and his 
Face were quite altered. Perceiving that Ze- 
lidora's Importunity never ceaſed, and that 
of Conſequence there was no expectation of 
his being ever ranſomed, he reſolved to at- 
tempt ſome Way to make his eſcape. | 
From the time that Zelidora had began to 
perſecute the Marſhal, he had been 1 


5 Night 
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Night ſhut up among ite other Slaves, in 
one of thoſe Places they have for that Pur- 
poſe, which they call Kaths; and though 
that Scverity was not proctiied towards the 
others, yet* he was ſtrongl fertered, only to 
compel him to renounce his Religion. lhe 
Marſhal concerted with the reſt of the Cap*® 
tives the Method how they might wake 
their Eſcape. This was not to be effected 
without ſome Veſſel to carry them oe by 
Sea, and therefore they waited for a proper 
Opportunity to ſurprize one fir for their 
turn. It was not long before a Brigantine 
came to an Anchor in a conveniert Place. 
Then the Marſhal ordered the Slaves every 
Night to take their Turus at Work to dig 
out ſome Stones of the Wall to make them a 
Paſſage. This Work was dexterouſly carried 
on unperceived, till brought to ſuch Perfec. 
tion that a very little Force would remove 
the Stones, The Slaves had alſo taken care 
of Proviſions and all other Neceſſaries for 
their Voyage. The Night whereon they 
were to put their Deſign in execution being 
come, Muley's Slaves, being above two Hun. 
dred in Number, gave out that it was the 
Eve of a great Chriſtian Feſtival, for which 
Reaſon they provided Drums, and other noiſy 
Inſtruments, that they might not be taken 
notice of whilſt they were knocking off 

the 
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the Marſhal's Chain, which at length they 
compalled. Then they removed the Stones 
they had before looſened in the Wall, making 
an Hole wide enough to get out at. When 
all things were thus ready, after Midnight, 
the Noiſe ccaſed, and they all ruſhed out 
with ſuch Weapons and Proviſions as they 
had; then making directly towards the 
Shore, where the Brigantine lay, as drawing 
little Water, and the Men in her faſt aſlcep, 
nothing apprehending to be fo ſurprized, 
they eaſily p ſſeſſed themſelves of it, and 
ſpreading their Sails, directed their Courſe 
for Barcelona, where they happily arrived 
in a few Days, without any croſs Acci- 
dent. 

There was great rejoycing at Parcelona 
upon the ſafe Arrival of thoſe Captives, and 
much more there would hive been, had they 
known that the Marſhal was one of them; 
for having heared no News of him in fo 
long a time, it was univerſally concluded 
that he had been caſt away at Sea. A Bro- 
ther of his was then ſoliciting to be put into 
Poſſeilion of his Eſtate, which would have 
been granted, had not ſome Friends of the 
Marſhal interpos'd, and demanded a longer 
reſpite. The Marſhal, when he made his 
eſcape, had prevailed with thoſe few Perſons 
that knew him, to conceal the fame upon 
i their 
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their arrival at Barcelona, reſolving before 
he was known to repair to Valencia, to en- 
quire how Matters ſtood with his beloved 
Gerarda. Accordingly, he took along with 
him none but that Laurence, who, as has 
been ſaid, was his Companion, whilſt he had 
been employed as a Gardener at Algier. 
Laurence was to be Maſter, and the Marſha} 
to act his Slave. At Valencia he ſoon met 
with one Felicianus, Who had been formerly 
his Servant, to whom he diſcovered himſelf 
in private, and that his Deſign was to be 
ſold as a Slave to the Marquis of Guadaleſt, 
to the end he might by that means have the 
freer acceſs to his admired Gerarda, Feli- 
cianns was amazed at that unaccountable Pro- 


ject, but promiſed to keep the Secret, and to 


ſerve him to the utmoſt, In order to carry 
on this Deſi ign, the Marſhal went with Lau- 
rence to the Market-Place, where he was 
expoſed to Sale, and ſeveral bid Money for 
him, yet none came up to the Price, till Fe- 
licianus having acquainted the Marquis of 
Guadaleſt that ſuch a Slave was to be ſold, he 
put for him, who ſeeing him ſo much re- 
ſemble his loſt Friend, the Marſha], and that 
he was ſo graceful a Perſon, having asked his 
Name, which he ſaid was Villiam, bought 
him at any rate, appointing that he ſhould 
wait on him in his Chamber, The Money 

he 
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he was ſold for carryed Laurence home at 
his eaſe to the City of Seville, where he had 
been born. 

As ſoon as the Marquis had made the Pur- 
chaſe of the Marſhal, he carried him to his 
Siſter, telling her, that beſides the Service 
he was to do him, he might carry her in her 
Chair, with another Slave ſhe had before, 
Gerarda fixing her Eyes on him, and eaſily 
perceiving how like the Marſhal he was, as 
being the ſame, declared ſhe had ſuch an 
Antipathy towards him, that he ſhould never 
carry her. Te Marquis was ſenſible of the 
Reaſon of her Averſion, and anſwered, He 
would keep him for his own Service. The 
amorous Marſhal could not but be much con- 

cerned at Gerarda's Expreſſions; however, all 
he ſaid was this: I am very forry, Madam, 
« that I came into this Houſe in ſo unfortu- 
* nate an Hour, as that the very Sight of me 
L * ſhould be offenſive to the principal Perſon 

in it, without having been guilty of any 
0 thing to deſerve it” The Fault is not 

* your's but Nature's, for having given you 
© Face. Do you attend my Brother; and as 
if you ſay, you would endeavour to oblige 
me, be ſure to come into my Sight as ſel- 
dom as may be, for that will be moſt plea. 
« ſing to me. This ſaid, ſhe turned away 
into anotller Room in a diſdainful manner, 
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But the Marquis and his Slave well under 
ſtood from whence this proceeded; and it 
grieved the latter to the Heart to find her ſo 
conſtant to her deceaſed Lover. However 
William, for ſo we muſt call him, from that 
time was ſo diligent in the Service of his 
Maſter, that he gained his Aﬀection, who 
accordingly favoured him very much. Feli- 
ciauus before-mentioned, being Steward to 
the Marquis, and accordingly governing the 
Family, Villiam was always underhand made 
much of, leſt the Servants ſhould take notice 
of ſo much Favour ſhewn to A Slave. Mil- 
liam was wont to wait on the Marquis abroad 
at Night, for he, being young, ſometimes 
kept late Hours, and happening to be in ſome 
Rencounters his Slave ſtood bravely by him, 
which gained him the more Favour. 

It is the Cuſtom at Valencia, on Mid ſummer 
Day, for all the Ladies to take the Air in 
their Coaches, in a Place called el Grao, on the 
Sea-ſhore, after the manner of our Ring 1n 
Hyde-Park. Gerarla was there, with ſome 
of her Friends, in her Brother's Coach. It 
happened that the Flanders Mares, which 
drew her, on a ſudden took a Fright, and 
running into the Sea, overthrew her in the 
Water. All the Company was alarmed, and 
many Men ran on to gaze, but the only Perſon 
tant threw himſelf into the Water was Wil. 
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liam, who alſo happened to be preſent, and 


regarding no Danger, tech her up out cf the 
Coach in his Arms, and io carried her to a 
Cottage belonging to ſome Filhermen, which 
ſtood near the Shure, "ne other Ladies were 
_ afterwards ſaved by tie Friends. The Mar- 
quis haſting to the Cottage found his Siſter 
ſtill ſenſcleſs, and in that manner had her 
carried to a wealthy Citizen's Country houſe 
cloſe by, where ſhe was laid in a good Bed by 
other Ladies, and at length came to herſelf, 
As ſoon as recover ed, ſhe was informed by 
her Brother and Friends of the Danger ſhe 
had been in, all of them extolling the Merits 
of the Slave, who had hazarded himſelf fo 


much to reſcue her, The Marquis had re-, 


ſolved in conſideration of this Service to give 
his Liberty; but thought that ſhould rather 
be done by his Siſter; and in order to it, 
when they were returned to Valencia, and her 
Fright well over, he acquainted her with the 
ſame, and adviſed ſhe would return her 
Thanks to the Slave for his Fidelity, and pro- 
miſe him his Freedom at the Year's End. She, 
on the other hand knitting her Brow, and 
putting on a fcornful Look, anſwered, that 
the Slave had done no more than his Duty, 
for which ſhe dil not deſign to return him 
any Thanks, but if the Marquis did think 


fit to diſcharge him ſhe ſhould be well pleaſed, 
F 


for 


( 42) 


for it was likely he would not come into her 
Sight, than which ſhe could deſire no greater 
Satisfaction, as having a mortal Averſion for 
him. The Marquis was ſo highly provoked 
at her Words, that to avoid letting fall ſome 
diſagreeable Expreilion, turned away in a 
pallionate manner, and withdrew to his own 
Apartment. There he called /illiam to him, 
and after having ſignified how well pleaſed he 
was with his Service in general, and parti- 
cularly how much he valued him for his laſt 
Generoſity in ſaving his Siſter, at his own 
manifeſt Peril, declared he was at liberty to 
diſpoſe of himſelf as he ſhould think fit, ei- 
ther to ſtay and ſerve him ſtill as a free Ser- 
vant for Wages, or to take whatſoever other 
Courſe he ſhould like beſt, Villiam not only 
returned Thanks in the moſt obliging man- 
ner, but proteſted he would, if admitted, live 
and die in his Service. The Marquis could 
not forbear embracing, and at the ſame time 
declaring him one of his Gentlemen to attend 
him in his Bedchamber; but he could not be 
reconciled to his Siſter for her Ingratitude, 
being ſenſible that it was grounded only on 
his reſembling the Marihal, which ſhe did 
not ſtick to own. 

Nor was this unknown to Villiam, but his 
greateſt Affliction; and yet ſtill he ſtudied 
all means to oblige her, towards which ano. 

ther 


(43) 

ther Opportunity ſoon offered; for Gerarda 
going to divert herſelf in a Ccuntry-Seat of 
her Brother's, where he made a ſplendid En- 
tertainment for her Friends, through ſome 
neglect among the Servants, the Houſe took 
fire in the Night, and burnt directly upon the 
Ladies Apartment, ſo that they knew not 
which way to run from, and in that Diſtreſs 
nothing was heard but Shrieks and Lamen- 
tations. William obſerving the inevitable 
Danger his Lady was in, without the leaſt 
heſitation, ruſhed through the very Flames, 
and brought her out in his Arms, and return- 
ing again helped the other Ladies down by a 
Window, the Fire then preſſing too hard be- 
hind. All Perſons applauded his Generoſity, 
and among them none more than the Marquis, 
only Gerarda ſtill perſiſted in her Malice and 
Ingratitude, to ſuch a Degree, that if he 
happened to be in the way where ſhe was to 
paſs, ſhe would ſend him Orders to be gone, 
and rather negle& the moſt important Affairs 
than conſent that he ſhould have any hand in 
them. 

So implacable was her hatred, that the ſa- 
ving of her Life twice had not the leaſt 
Effect on her, and yet Heaven appointed he 
ſhould perform the ſame a third time, with 
no better Succeſs. The Marquis's Houſe be- 
ing very ancient, and a * Storm riſing, 
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it threw down one of the Turrets of the ſam e 
which was directly over Gerarda's Chamber, 
where jhe was then fitting witli her Maids. 
The fall of the Turret beat Cown t'12 Roof 
of the Room, ſo th»: tf ey all jay buried in the 
Rubbith; yet Gerard had the good Fortune, 
that a Raſter leaving an hollow ſpace under it, 
preſerved her Life. Milli mn immediately was 
at tne Place, where after ſeveral trials in vain, 
he at laſt cleared a Paſſage to come at his Lady, 
tho' with imminent Danger of his own Life, 
had any Part of thoſe Ruins, which hung moſt 
unaccountably, given way. Finding Gerarda 
quite beſide herlelf with the Fright, he con- 
veyed her to the Marquis's Bedchamber, where 
he laid her down. The Marquis, who was then 
abroad, coming home, thoug!1t he could never 
ſufficiently expreſs his Acknowledgment to his 
Servant, or repreſent the Obligation too feel- 
ingly to his Siſter, who on her part perſiſting 
in her Obſtinacy, made him no other Anſwer 
than this: That if he thought his Servant 
© haddeſervedany thing, he might reward him 
< himſelf,” William being informed of her Cru- 
elty, waited his Opportunity, till ſhe happened 
to be quite alone, when coming into ker Cham- 
ber, ſhe-ſeyerely reproved him for preſuming 
to come thither without her leave; to which 
he replied to this Effect: Madam, being ſen- 
* lible that you bear a mortal hatred, I deſign 
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this ſhall be the laſt time I will ever appear 
before you. Your Averſion, I am well ſatis- 
fied 1s not grounded on any Demerits of 
mine, but on my reſembling the Marſhal, 
who in a juſt ()1arrel killed the Perſon you 
had pitch u vn the an Hnsband, tho? againſt 
your Brother's Inclination. You are obliged 
to me for having ſa ed your Life three ſeve- 
ral times, with as much Ait-ction as if I had 
been tue very Marſhal, who I underſtand 
loved you more entirely than the other you 
had made choice of, I do not wonder you 
* ſhould |ave 10 great an Averſion for a poor 
* Slave that reſembles him, ſince he being of 
* ſuch hig. Quality could not obtain the leaſt 
* modeſt Favour, tno? he ſued for it in the 
© moſt honourable manner. I am reſolved to 
* fly to ſome Place, where I may never more 
© be heard of, to avoid putting others in mind 
that you are the molt un grateful Woman in 
the Univerſe. However, that you may not 
be ignocant who it is that has been your Ser- 
* vant, know that I am Don Garceran de Car- 
dona, Marſhal of Catalonia, wiiom you fo 
much hate. I Hed from you on Account of 
the Marquis's Death, and was a Slave in 
Algier, where my many Sufterings never 
© leſſened the Love IT bort you. I hazarued my 
© Life in making my elcape, only to return 
* to your Preſence; and to crown all the reſt 
or my Actions, cauſed myſelf to be ſold a 
G Slave 
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« Slave to your Brother, ſolely for the Satis- 
© faction of ſerving you. What J have ſince 
done is well known to you; and tho' I have 
ſo often expoſed my Life, all has been ſlighted 
© by you, to the great Aſtoniſhment of all this 
City. Thus I ſhall leave you, fully ſatisfy'd 
* that the World cannot afford another Mon- 
* ſter of Ingratitude equal to yourſelf, Fare- 
* well, for I believe I ſhall not long ſurvive 
* the trouble that is upon me.” This ſaid, he 
turned away, full of Anguiſh, leaving her in 
a wonderful Conſternation. The Marquis met 
him going out of the Room, and perceiving 
the great Diſorder he was in, enquired what 
was the Occaſion of it. The Marſhal's Heart 
was ſo full, that he could not utter one Word 
in anſwer to him; by which the Marquis ea- 
ſily gueſſed it muſt be ſomething very extra- 
ordinary that had ſuch an Effe& on a Perſon 
of his undaunted Spirit ; for which reafon he 
led him by the Hand into his own Apart- 
ment, and being by themſelves fpoke thus to 
him. I am much ſurprized, Villiam, to find 
you in this perplexity, coming out of my 
« Siſter's Lodgings, and defire you will inform 
me what has been the Occaſion, and whe- 
© ther Gerarda is in the fault, for I have fo 
* great a Value for you, that it would give 
me much Uneaſineſs, if her ill uſage were 
* troubleſome to you in my Service. I know 
* her Diſpoſition, that ſhe is ſtern and ſcorn- 
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* ful, and ſhall not fail to reprove her, if ſhe 
© perſiſts to ſet no Value on the Services you 
have done her. This is the Reaſon why I 
* examine you, therefore do not conceal the 
* Truth from me. 

William knew not what to | anfieer him; 
for ſhould he diſcover himſelf to him as he 
had done to her, ſtill it was in vain, when 
ſhe had declared her Averſion, to expect ſhe 
ſhould love him againſt her Incli nation; 
whereupon he had reſolved never to fee ker 
more, ſince ſhe was ſo perverſe and ungrate- 
ful, and accordingly all he ſaid to the Mar- 
quis was, * That having attempted to go 
take his leave of her, upon finding how 
* hateful he was to her, he had been denied 
* Admittance, and was therefore reſolved to 
remove to ſome Place where his Service 
might be more acceptable, The Marquis 
was not ſatisfied with his Anſwer, believing 
there was ſomething more in that Affair; 
therefore ſhutting him up in his Chamber, 
went to enquire farther of Gerarda. William 
would have been better pleaſed if the Mau- 
quis had not been reſolved to dive farther in- 
to the Matter; but there being no Remedy 
he was obliged to wait the reſult of their In- 
terview. The Marquis went directly to his 


c 


Sitter, and ſaid to her, I met Villiam going 


out of your Apartment in ſuch an Agony, 
* that the Tears ſtood in his Eycs, whic! 
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obliges me to come to you to know what has 
* happened Þ-iwixt you; J beg you to tell 
me the whole truth Gerarda concluding 
that he knew no more than what he hinted 
at, and accordingly ſhewing much Reſent- 
ment, ſaying, © That Slave me into my 
Chamber when I was in Bed, and I was very 
angry at his Impudence. I know not what 
he deſigned to tay, for my Patiion w:s ſo 
much provoked, that I gave him no time to 
explain himſelf, fo that being ſeverely re- 
proved, he went out as he came, and that 
was it perhaps that fretted him; a juſt Re- 
ward for his Inſolence. If you have any 
* Kindneſs for me, I beg you will immediate- 
* ly turn him out of Doors, for I hate him 
* mortally. It is true, I owe him my Life, 
* yet cannot thank him for it; you may be- 
* {tow ſome Reward and turn him off? The 
Marquis was amazed at his Siſter's ill Nature, 
and therefore replied, * I could not imagine 
that any Perſon ſo nobly born could be guilty 
< of ſuch vile Actions. . Had this Man killed 
me, and then thrice have ſaved your Life, 
it would have been an ample Satisfaction; 
whereas all his Oftence is his being like the 
deareſt Friend I had, who killed the Perſon 
you had made choice of for your Husband, 
« tho! he deſerved it, as being the Averſion 
« of all this City. His Pride made him ill 
© beloved, and I could wiſh he were alive, 
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© that you might marry him, for by his Be- 
© haviour I am perſwaded that you would be 


* the moſt unhappy Woman on the Earth. 


He attempted to murder the Marſhal, and 
© received the Reward he deſerved. William 
* ſhall live in my Houſe, tho” it fret you to 
* the Heart; for if you have no regard to 
your Reputation, I will not ſacrifice mine, 
giving the World an Occaſion to obſerve that 
I turn away a Servant, whom I am obliged 
in Honour to reward for his goud Service. 
This is my Reſolution; if you are diſpleaſed 
make the beſt of it, for ſo it {hall be, Theſe 
Words blew up the Coals of Gerarda's Paii:on, 
who thereupon in a Rage, ſaid; That Fel- 
* low, preſuming on his likeneſs, has aſſured 
me that he is the Marſhal, and that ne came 
to ſerve me as a Slave for the love of you, 
Do you judge, whether I ought not to be {ny 
of an Impoſtor, that invents ſuch a Story.” 
The Marquis was ſurprized at what ſhe ſaid, 
and reply'd; Since he ſaid it, there is no 
doubt but that he has ſome reaſon fer it. TI 
know of none, ſaid ſhe; but tho' what he 
« ſays were true, I ſo little value what he has 
done for my ſake, that I'll rather be ac- 
« counted the moſt ungrateful of Women, 
than make him the leaſt return, The Mar- 
quis rather than anſwer her as ſhe deſerved, 
turned ſhort, and went away tol/ill;am, whom 
he acquainted with what had paſſed between 
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his Siſter and himſelf. Gerarda's Malice 
pierced the amorous Marſhal's Heart ; and 
having pauſed a little, he could no longer re- 
frain delivering himſelf to this Effect: Moſt 
© worthy Marquis, I cannot deny but that I 
am the Marihal of Catalonia, your particu” 
« lar Friend; the Alteration you ſee in my 
* Complexion, and the Brand on my Face, 
are the Effects of my Captivity, wherein I 
« ſuffered much for my Faith, and yet never 
* declined in my Affection for your Siſter. 
Having made my eſcape Icontrived to ſerve 
you as a Slave, in order to oblige Gerarda, 
being afraid to be known by reaſon of the 
« Marquis's Death. Some natural antipathy, 
it is likely, renders her averſe to me, ſo 
« that I muſt ſubmit, and beg you will give 
me leave to return to my own Country, 
« where I deſign to lead a ſingle Life, and 
leave my Eſtate to my Brother” Having 
ſo ſaid, for a Confirmation of the truth there- 
of, he told the Marquis ſome private Paſlages 
that had been between them, when he was 
before in Valencia. It is impoſlible to expreſs 
the Marquis's Joy upon finding a Friend he 
had ſo great a Value for, whom he had given 
over for dead; and after repeated Embraces 
he ſaid to him; My Siſter, like a poſitive 
* and ſenſeleſs Woman, has not regarded your 
Worth; but IT will take upon me to requite 
her Ingratitude; in order to which I will 
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© now put that in execution, which I con- 
© trived during your Abſence, which if you 
* will not conſent to you will forfeit my 
* Friendſhip for ever: The late Marquis, 
* your Adverſary, has a moſt beautiful Siſter, 
* excellently qualified; I had propoſed that 
© you ſhould marry her, to reconcile the two 
* Families. I will now bring this to Perfec- 
* tion, leave it to me, for you ſhall not depart 
* Valencia without a Wife that will love and 
© honour you. Do not offer to oppoſe it , this 
* muſt be; and as for Gerarda, ſhe ſhall never 
© marry whillt I live, but be glad to go into 
a Monaſtery, The Marſhal had nothing to 
object againſt the Marquis's Propoſal ; for 
her Pride and Ingratitude had changed his 
Love into Diſlike, or rather Averſion. He 
kept cloſe in the Houſe, whilſt the Marquis 
treated with his Adverſaries about his marry- 


ing Luciana, Siſter to the dead Marquis, and 


the Match being advantageous all Things 
were ſoon concluded. The Vice-Roy was ac- 
quainted with the Contract, and thereupon a 
Pardon eaſily obtained, both Parties ſoliciting 
for it. When Gerarda was informed of this 
Match it grieved her to the Heart, and much 
more when ſhe underſtood that the Wedding 
was celebrated, at which there was extraor- 


dinary rejoycing, Entertainments, Balls, 
Muſick, and all other Diverſions. Gerarda was 


at none of them, being much aſhamed of the 
ill 
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ill Character ſhe had gained, and to hear how 
much the Marſhal Was applauded. The End 
of it was, that an ancient Kinſwoman of 
hers having at a Viſit ſhe made reproved her 
for her vile Ingratitude, ſhe took it ſo to 
Heart, that ſhe ſoon fell into fainting Fits, 
The Phyſicians being called at the firſt Sight 
concluded her Diſtemper mortal, as it proved 
for no Medicines being of force to remove 
the Malignity, it carried her off in a very few 
Days, altogether unlamented by reaſon of 
her ill Nature. The Marſhal carried his Wife 
into Catalonia, where they both lived very 


happily many Years, 


